By Captain Mary C. Lane, VAC 




Recent photograph of: Mr. HhoadB 
(left) vith Mr. V. F. Friedman 



Ward hae been received that Mr. Marie 
Rhoads, veil-known for many years in the 
cryptologic field, is requesting retirement 
from civil service for reasons of health. 
Mr. Bhoads' many friends will receive viih 
regret this nows and will recall vith pldo- 
eure hie long association vith the Army 
Security Agency and its predecessors . • 

Mr. Bhoads' association vith the signal 
intelligence service began in the early 
thirties, when, as a First Lieutenant in 
the Begular Army, he was the first student 
officer to be assigned to the newly auth- 
orized Signal Intelligence School estab- 
lished in Washington under the direction 
of the Chief Signal Officer. From the time 
of his assignment to the school, Mr. Rhoads 
continued, vith the exception of seven 
years of enforced retirement; to be asso- 
ciated as offloer and civilian vith the 
field of cryptology, sharing in the Army ';s 
development of Its signal intelligence 
activities, witnessing the growth of the 
present far-flung organization, and con- 
tributing to its achievements. 

Immediately preceding his recent illness, 
a recurrence of the pulmonary afflict loin 
which had previously Interrupted hie Army 
career, Mr. Bhoads was Assistant to thp 
Chief of the Training Division, Armed For- 
ces Security Agency. He now plans to make 
his homa at Arvada, Colorado, 



Academy Graduate and U.S. Army Officer 

Mr. Rhoads was born in Edge Hill, Penn- 
sylvania, on September 9 , 1897 . In I 9 I 6 , 
after graduating from Cheltenham Hi g h 
3chool, Elkins Park, Pa., he entered the 
United States Military Academy at West 
Paint as cadet. In 19 18 he was graduated 
from the Academy vith degree of B.S. and 
was commissioned in the Begular Army as 
Second Lieutenant of Cavalry. 

As an officer in the U. S. Army, It 
Bhoads later was graduated (1923) from the 
U', S. Army Signal School's Communications 
Officers' Claes at Fort Monmouth, Hew 
Jersey, and from 1923 to 192b attended a 
post-graduate course in communications 
engineering ax Yale University. 

Following these courses, Lt Bhoads served 
as signal officer with the 2d Cavalry from 
192b to 1925; from 1925 to 1927 ae Signal 
officer at Fort Bliss, Texas; following 
his transfer to the Signal Corps in 1927, 
he served from 1928 to 1931 as the Regular 
Army Bignal inetructor in Indiana Ken- 
tucky. In 1931 he was assigned as the 
first student officer to take the special 
course in cryptography and cryptanalysis 
which had been initiated in the Office of 
the Chief Signal Off loer, Washington, D.C., 
that year under the direction of Mr. Will- 
iam Friedman, then Chief of the Signal 
Intelligence Service. This course, which 
was designed to provide the army with a 
reserve of officers trained in signal in- 
telligence operations was to prove its 
value many times over in the later diffi- 
cult war years. Among its distinguished 
early graduates may be mentioned the sec- 
ond student officer to be assigned to the 
oourse, First Lieutenant W. Preston Cord- 
ertaan, later Brigadier General and Chief, 
Army Security Agency, from 19b3 to I 9 b 6 . 

Following his period of training in the 
eohool, Lt Rhoads was placed in command of 
the Provisional Radio Intelligence Detach- 
ment, 51st: Signal Battalion, at Fort Mon- 
mouth. Ih 1935, under the command of Lt 
Rhoads, thiB detachment was sent to the 
Philippines, where it was to set up an in- 
tercept station at Fort Hughes on Cabal lo 
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Ialand. Unfortunately the wort of the de- a 
tachment vaa seriously hampered tiy the 
transfer of highly- akil led. operators to 
other organizations partly because ,of the 
failure to appreciate the mission of tha 
detachment. Also, the contractijon by 
Captain Rhoads of pulmonary tuberculosis 
three months after his arrival in the 
Philippines brought the vork of this de- 
tachment to an untimely end. Captain 
Rhoads vaa returned to the United States 
and hospitalized in Fitzsimmons General 
Hospital in Denver, where, after ah ill- 
ness of two years, he was retired from 
active military service in March 1939 for 
physical disability. • 

later Served as Civilian 

Soon after Pearl Harbor Mr. Rhoads at- 
tempted to return to active military duty 



but was repeatedly rejected by the Army 
medical authorities because of his past 
illness- Undaunted by these refusals, Mr. 

Rhoads secured a civil service appointment 
with the Signal Security Agency, and at 
considerable personnel sacrifice came to 
Washington in 19^3 as assistant to his 
former teacher and friend of long -standing, 
Mr. William F. Friedman, who was then 
Director of Communications Research in 
the Signal Security Agency. Mr. Rhoads' 
war-time service was marked by a combina- 
tion of honesty and kindliness, of self- 
effacement and devotion to duty. On 3 May 
1946 Mr. Rhoads was presented by Brig. 
General P.E. Peabody with the Commendation 
for Exceptional Civilian Service "for 
patriotic devotion above and beyond the 
call of duty, for exceptionally meritori- 
ous service to his country in time of war; 

(Continued on page 6l) 
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Mr. Rhoads (standing extrema left) with associates in 1944-. The others standing, loft 
to right: Lt Col Solomon Kullback, Mr. John Hurt (now retirod) , Captain Edward J. Vo- 
gel (now rotirod), Major Frank B. Rowlott, and Lt Col Abraham Sinkov. Seatod: Lt Col 
A. J. McGrail (now deceased) , Col W. P. Cordorman, and Mr. Friodman. Military rank an 
of 19 4L. 
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10. SPORADIC. 11. INDIGENT- 12. RHEO- ^ 
STAT. 

PUZZLE PUNCTUATION 

. f 

Smith, whore Jones had. had "ba,& had," 
had bad "had." "Had had," had had the ex- 
aminers ' approval . ' 



THE SALE ■ ON SHIRTS 



eratlng In this not— ta" good experience, 
oven thoug^ttln a little out of the Non- 
1-fcr.gfl-^Tne of work. 

Rhoad#(Cont’d from page 23) 
for superior Intelligence and Initiative, 
extraordinary diligence and ability in 
executing many varied and difficult assign- 
ments as Assistant Director of Communica- 
tions Research from January 19tl to Janu- 
ary 19^6." 



The problem la to factor 60377 - . The ‘ 
statement hints that one factor lass j 
than 200 . The factors prove to be 173 and i 
3U9, both prime. Consequently, thqpa must 
have been 3^9 shirts at $1.73 each.' j 

DIGIT RESTORATION 1 

123195 divided by 215 equals 573- 

TIME OUT OF JOINT i 



’Minute" (pronounced "mi-ny it &")■ means 



trifling, very small. 



/ 



/ 



ASAPac Net (Cant’d frqtn page 8) '! 
frequency transmitter located In a'meigh- 
bctrlng building approximately 150 yards 
away. The UHF transmitter Is on ijhe air 
constantly (negative kfeyed) . The carrier 
Is picked up at the J distant transmitter 
site and keys that transmitter only when 
broken by the key/ng line being cjlosed. 
The operators on this net will no \ doubt 
recall times when our transmitter gives 
out with a scratchy signal that sounls like 
it might be 119/ channel Lover Slobovian 
Multiplex. Thi^ la due to static, or fad- 
ing of the UHF /carrier. When this fading 
occurs, the operator rushes to the phone, 
calls the carrier room and tells them the 
trouble. If they are unsuccessful in| stop- 
ping It, he tnen calls the transmitter site 
and tells ^nam to shut the transmitter off 
the air. /The transmitter we are using at 
present puts out one thousand vattb and 
works v^ry satisfactorily other than for 
the lten/s mentioned above. 

/ 

; 

Procedure used on this net is supposedly 
taken/ from JANAP 1 2k, with the exception 
that po clear text may be used. The pro- 
cedure usually seems a bit puzzling to new 



operators, but they catch on quickly 
a few ZAA's and ZBM2's. (A AB M2 la 
alpout two weeks of ribbing from' the 
op's). 



after 

worth 

other 



All operators here agree that the op- 1 



With the establishment of the Armed 
Forces Security Agency In July 19*+9, Mr. 
Rhoads Joined that organization as Assist - 
taut to the Chief, Technical Division, a 
position which he held first under Mr. 
Friedman and then under Captain Thomas H. 
Dyer, U. S. Navy, until the time of his 
retirement. There Is little doubt that 
continuous attention to duty and long 
hours of concentrated effort contributed 
to breaking down the physical resistance 
which had been built up against a recur- 
rence of hie earlier illness. In June 
1951, upon undergoing his regular annual 
physical examination at Fitzsimmons Hos- 
pital, It was discovered, to the regret of 
all who learned of the findings, that the 
illness of 1935 had returned and that Mr. 
Rhoads required hospitalization once more. 
Upon recovery in December 1951, the army 
medical authorities recommended that Mr. 
Rhoads not return to any active duty what- 
ever, In the hope that the resistance 
built up once more by long rest not be 
undermined again by a return to work ex- 
cept of the lightest sort. 

Those who know him well -- and there are 
many who may call him friend -- have found 
in Mr. Rhoads a man whose nature Is marked 
by rare understanding, sympathy, and good 
Judgement. In addition to his own faith- 
ful service to his country as officer and 
civilian, Mr. Rhoads may look with prldo 
upon hie two sons. Captain Edwin Milton 
Rhoads, graduate of the U. S. Military 
Academy In 19^3, and Lt Mark Charles 
Rhoads, Academy graduate of 195®, and upon 
his daughters , one of whom, Esther Marcetta 
Rhoads Lutz, will be remembered by her 
former associates In the Signal Security 
Agency where she was employed during the 
Second World War. Mr. Rhoads' wife, Esther 
Wolcott Buckman Rhoads, who has shared his 
career with quiet strength and sustaining 
courage, will be particularly missed by bar 
many friends In the circle of officers' 
wives and In the numerous civic activities 
In which she took an active part. 
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